
The mul�disciplinary approach of the new CoE will contribute to the wider 
goal: to meet the ever-increasing demand for food, feed and raw materials 
while ensuring the sustainability of primary produc�on. Advanced 
technologies will provide a more precise and resource-efficient solu�ons 
across the en�re agrifood chain. Although most prac��oners can see the 
benefits of using a more precise and informa�on-driven approach to 
manage agrifood produc�on, the tools provided by ICT have not yet moved 
into mainstream. The increased complexity of systems, the size and diversity 
of farm structures, cultural percep�on, lack of exper�se, economic 
constraints are obstacles that have hindered adop�on, resul�ng in a gap 
between the availability of advanced ICT and their real adop�on by 
end-users. 

Thus our mission as a CoE is not limited to the development of advanced 
technologies but also to provisioning of appropriate business models for 
their rapid adop�on. The impact of this strategy in terms of employment is 
also expected to be significant. Global trends show that the rural labour 
force will inevitably decrease, however the promo�on of ICT technologies in 
the agrifood sector has the poten�al to balance this trend. This becomes 
par�cularly relevant for Serbia that needs to provide sustainable and high 
value-added jobs to young genera�ons and prevent brain drain. For this 
purpose, we promote the model of science-enabled economic development 
that combines the compe��ve strengths of a tradi�onal sector (farming and 
food produc�on) with the expecta�ons of the younger genera�on with 
respect to high-growth tech entrepreneurship. Through this approach we 
aim to contribute in Serbia’s convergence path towards Europe, par�cularly 
under the prism of accession of Serbia to the European Union that has 
successfully started in 2014.




